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Why are prisoners horribly abused in some wars but humanely cared for in others? In Life and Death in
Captivity, Geoffrey P. R. Wallace explores the profound differences in the ways captives are treated during
armed conflict. Wallace focuses on the dual role played by regime type and the nature of the conflict in
determining whether captor states opt for brutality or mercy. Integrating original data on prisoner treatment
during the last century of interstate warfare with in-depth historical cases, Wallace demonstrates how
domestic constraints and external incentives shape the fate of captured enemy combatants. Both Russia and
Japan, for example, treated prisoners very differently in the Russo-Japanese War of 1904–5 and in World
War II; the behavior of any given country is liable to vary from conflict to conflict and even within the same
war.

Democracies may be more likely to treat their captives humanely, yet this benevolence is rooted less in
liberal norms of nonviolence than in concerns over public accountability. When such concerns are weak or
absent, democracies are equally capable of brutal conduct toward captives. In conflicts that devolve into
protracted fighting, belligerents may inflict violence against captives as part of a strategy of exploitation and
to coerce the adversary into submission. When territory is at stake, prisoners are further at risk of cruel
treatment as their captors seek to permanently remove the most threatening sources of opposition within
newly conquered lands. By combining a rigorous strategic approach with a wide-ranging body of evidence,
Wallace offers a vital contribution to the study of political violence and wartime conduct.
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From reader reviews:

Clair Lemanski:

Book will be written, printed, or created for everything. You can learn everything you want by a publication.
Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important issue to bring us around the world.
Beside that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A book Life and Death in Captivity: The Abuse of
Prisoners during War will make you to always be smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you
can know about every thing. But some of you think which open or reading some sort of book make you
bored. It's not make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you searching for best book or
acceptable book with you?

Kathleen Strickland:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family, or
their own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic
within the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to
fill your free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book may be option to fill your totally free time/
holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want
to test look for book, may be the book untitled Life and Death in Captivity: The Abuse of Prisoners during
War can be good book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Mary Gilbert:

It is possible to spend your free time to read this book this book. This Life and Death in Captivity: The
Abuse of Prisoners during War is simple to deliver you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train
and also soon. If you did not have got much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy the particular
e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. Thus there are
a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Joseph Chitwood:

Publication is one of source of understanding. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but
also native or citizen will need book to know the upgrade information of year to be able to year. As we know
those publications have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around
the world. With the book Life and Death in Captivity: The Abuse of Prisoners during War we can get more
advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? To get creative person must choose to read a book. Just
simply choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life by this
book Life and Death in Captivity: The Abuse of Prisoners during War. You can more pleasing than now.
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