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Slavery appears as a figurative construct during the English revolution of the mid-seventeenth century, and
again in the American and French revolutions, when radicals represent their treatment as a form of political
slavery. What, if anything, does figurative, political slavery have to do with transatlantic slavery? In
Arbitrary Rule, Mary Nyquist explores connections between political and chattel slavery by excavating the
tradition of Western political thought that justifies actively opposing tyranny. She argues that as powerful
rhetorical and conceptual constructs, Greco-Roman political liberty and slavery reemerge at the time of early
modern Eurocolonial expansion; they help to create racialized “free” national identities and their “unfree”
counterparts in non-European nations represented as inhabiting an earlier, privative age.
               
Arbitrary Rule is the first book to tackle political slavery’s discursive complexity, engaging Eurocolonialism,
political philosophy, and literary studies, areas of study too often kept apart. Nyquist proceeds through
analyses not only of texts that are canonical in political thought—by Aristotle, Cicero, Hobbes, and
Locke—but also of literary works by Euripides, Buchanan, Vondel, Montaigne, and Milton, together with a
variety of colonialist and political writings, with special emphasis on tracts written during the English
revolution. She illustrates how “antityranny discourse,” which originated in democratic Athens, was adopted
by republican Rome, and revived in early modern Western Europe, provided members of a “free”
community with a means of protesting a threatened reduction of privileges or of consolidating a collective,
political identity. Its semantic complexity, however, also enabled it to legitimize racialized enslavement and
imperial expansion.
               
Throughout, Nyquist demonstrates how principles relating to political slavery and tyranny are bound up with
a Roman jurisprudential doctrine that sanctions the power of life and death held by the slaveholder over
slaves and, by extension, the state, its representatives, or its laws over its citizenry.
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From reader reviews:

Ernie Swisher:

The book Arbitrary Rule: Slavery, Tyranny, and the Power of Life and Death can give more knowledge and
also the precise product information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the great thing
like a book Arbitrary Rule: Slavery, Tyranny, and the Power of Life and Death? Several of you have a
different opinion about publication. But one aim this book can give many data for us. It is absolutely
suitable. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you could give
for each other; you could share all of these. Book Arbitrary Rule: Slavery, Tyranny, and the Power of Life
and Death has simple shape however you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can seem the
enormous world by start and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Leslie Bennett:

What do you regarding book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you require something
to explain what yours problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy individual? If you don't have
spare time to try and do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have extra
time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They have to answer that question simply
because just their can do that will. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is right.
Because start from on pre-school until university need this particular Arbitrary Rule: Slavery, Tyranny, and
the Power of Life and Death to read.

Billy Shaner:

Do you one among people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on
guys this kind of aren't like that. This Arbitrary Rule: Slavery, Tyranny, and the Power of Life and Death
book is readable simply by you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the info here are arrange for
enjoyable studying experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you.
The writer associated with Arbitrary Rule: Slavery, Tyranny, and the Power of Life and Death content
conveys objective easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the
information but it just different available as it. So , do you nevertheless thinking Arbitrary Rule: Slavery,
Tyranny, and the Power of Life and Death is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Elaine Sitz:

The book untitled Arbitrary Rule: Slavery, Tyranny, and the Power of Life and Death contain a lot of
information on this. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy way. The language is very clear and
understandable all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was compiled by
famous author. The author brings you in the new period of literary works. You can read this book because
you can read more your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. In a
situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can start their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice



study.
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