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A few years after his release from a North Vietnamese prisoner-of-war camp in 1973, Colonel Joseph
Kittinger retired from the Air Force. Restless and unchallenged, he turned to ballooning, a lifelong passion as
well as a constant diversion for his imagination during his imprisonment. His primary goal was a solitary
circumnavigation of the globe, and in its pursuit he set several ballooning distance records, including the first
solo crossing of the Atlantic in 1984. But the aeronautical feats that first made him an American hero had
occurred a quarter of a century earlier.

By the time Kittinger was shot down in Vietnam in 1972, his Air Force career was already legendary. He had
made a name for himself at Holloman Air Force Base near Alamogordo, New Mexico, as a test pilot who
helped demonstrate that egress survival for pilots at high altitudes was possible in emergency situations.
Ironically, Kittinger and his pre-astronaut colleagues would help propel Americans into space using the
world's oldest flying machine--the balloon. Kittinger's work on Project Excelsior--which involved daring
high-altitude bailout tests--earned him the Distinguished Flying Cross long before he earned a collection of
medals in Vietnam. Despite the many accolades, Kittinger's proudest moment remains his free fall from
102,800 feet during which he achieved a speed of 614 miles per hour.

>

In this long-awaited autobiography, Kittinger joins author Craig Ryan to document an astonishing career.

Selected by Popular Mechanics as a Top Book of 2010
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From reader reviews:

Patricia Clay:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place
and notice by means of surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated this for a while
is reading. That's why, by reading a e-book your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand up
than other is high. For yourself who want to start reading any book, we give you that Come Up and Get Me:
An Autobiography of Colonel Joe Kittinger book as beginning and daily reading reserve. Why, because this
book is more than just a book.

Nettie Powers:

Exactly why? Because this Come Up and Get Me: An Autobiography of Colonel Joe Kittinger is an
unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap this but latter it will distress you with the
secret this inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who else write the book in such
remarkable way makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey
the meaning completely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this anymore or you going to
regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of gains than the other book have such as help improving
your proficiency and your critical thinking means. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I had been
you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Mary Lewis:

Is it you actually who having spare time after that spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Come Up and Get Me: An
Autobiography of Colonel Joe Kittinger can be the answer, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are
consequently out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a nerd
activity. So what these books have than the others?

Anthony Muller:

Many people said that they feel weary when they reading a publication. They are directly felt that when they
get a half parts of the book. You can choose the actual book Come Up and Get Me: An Autobiography of
Colonel Joe Kittinger to make your reading is interesting. Your skill of reading proficiency is developing
when you like reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the feeling about
book and reading especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to available a book and read it. Beside
that the publication Come Up and Get Me: An Autobiography of Colonel Joe Kittinger can to be your friend
when you're experience alone and confuse with what must you're doing of the time.
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