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This book argues that Confederate soldiers left their posts in significant numbers due largely to the
prevalence of poverty on the home front.

At the start of the Civil War in 1861, many men in Alabama enthusiastically enlisted. After these husbands,
fathers, and brothers-all family breadwinners-marched off to duty, the number of indigent families in the
state began to rise dramatically. Inflation, lack of transportation, a drastically decreased labor force, war
taxes, and enemy invasion all created an increasingly desperate economic situation, especially in less affluent
northern and southeastern sections of the state. In some places, women and children were reported to be near
starvation, bread riots erupted, and begging was common.

As soldiers became more and more distressed about these developments at home, waves of desertions
occurred. Even social relief efforts made by state and local governments in the form of the Military Aid
Society, the Samaritan Society, and the Citizen’s Relief Association did little to deter the cyclical exodus of
fighting men from Confederate units. Southern leaders considered desertion the chief cause of serious
military defeats, including those at Atlanta and Gettysburg. Desertions certainly weakened the manpower of
the Confederacy and lowered the morale of its people.

Bessie Martin’s well-researched study sheds light on the complex nature of desertions by Alabama troops
and provides valuable statistical and bibliographic information for contemporary researchers. It will be
welcomed anew by Civil War historians and enthusiasts.
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From reader reviews:

William Reeves:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive at this point, people
have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and
notice through surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the idea for a
while is reading. Sure, by reading a publication your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand
than other is high. For yourself who want to start reading a new book, we give you this specific A Rich
Man's War, A Poor Man's Fight: Desertion of Alabama Troops from the Confederate Army (Library
Alabama Classics) book as starter and daily reading book. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Adrian Kester:

A Rich Man's War, A Poor Man's Fight: Desertion of Alabama Troops from the Confederate Army (Library
Alabama Classics) can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away
because this book has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to
understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her effort to set
every word into joy arrangement in writing A Rich Man's War, A Poor Man's Fight: Desertion of Alabama
Troops from the Confederate Army (Library Alabama Classics) nevertheless doesn't forget the main place,
giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource info that maybe you can be one of it. This great
information could drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial considering.

Curtis Phillips:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many question for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some
people likes reading through, not only science book but novel and A Rich Man's War, A Poor Man's Fight:
Desertion of Alabama Troops from the Confederate Army (Library Alabama Classics) as well as others
sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel would like to
read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or students especially. Those ebooks are helping
them to increase their knowledge. In some other case, beside science guide, any other book likes A Rich
Man's War, A Poor Man's Fight: Desertion of Alabama Troops from the Confederate Army (Library
Alabama Classics) to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this.

Deidra Hird:

A lot of publication has printed but it is different. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the
most beneficial book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is referred to as
of book A Rich Man's War, A Poor Man's Fight: Desertion of Alabama Troops from the Confederate Army
(Library Alabama Classics). You can contribute your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it
could add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about e-



book. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.
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