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In The Shattering of the Self: Violence, Subjectivity, and Early Modern Texts, Cynthia Marshall
reconceptualizes the place and function of violence in Renaissance literature. During the Renaissance an
emerging concept of the autonomous self within art, politics, religion, commerce, and other areas existed in
tandem with an established, popular sense of the self as fluid, unstable, and volatile. Marshall examines an
early modern fascination with erotically charged violence to show how texts of various kinds allowed
temporary release from an individualism that was constraining. Scenes such as Gloucester's blinding and
Cordelia's death in King Lear or the dismemberment and sexual violence depicted in Titus Andronicus
allowed audience members not only a release but a "shattering"?as opposed to an affirmation?of the self.

Marshall draws upon close readings of Shakespearean plays, Petrarchan sonnets, John Foxe's Acts and
Monuments of the Christian Martyrs, and John Ford's The Broken Heart to successfully address questions of
subjectivity, psychoanalytic theory, and identity via a cultural response to art. Timely in its offering of an
account that is both historically and psychoanalytically informed, The Shattering of the Self argues for a
renewed attention to the place of fantasy in this literature and will be of interest to scholars working in
Renaissance and early modern studies, literary theory, gender studies, and film theory.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Linneman:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to know everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or goal; it means that e-book has
different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. These are reading whatever
they take because their hobby will be reading a book. How about the person who don't like looking at a
book? Sometime, particular person feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or even exercise.
Well, probably you will require this The Shattering of the Self: Violence, Subjectivity, and Early Modern
Texts.

Benjamin French:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yep, you
can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to
take a walk, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or even read a book allowed The
Shattering of the Self: Violence, Subjectivity, and Early Modern Texts? Maybe it is to get best activity for
you. You understand beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can better than
before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have some other opinion?

Mary Sylvester:

The book The Shattering of the Self: Violence, Subjectivity, and Early Modern Texts will bring one to the
new experience of reading the book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. In case you try to
find new book to read, this book very suited to you. The book The Shattering of the Self: Violence,
Subjectivity, and Early Modern Texts is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book
from your official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Lester Baker:

Within this era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more precious than
other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you are related is
just spending your time not very much but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of several books in
the top record in your reading list will be The Shattering of the Self: Violence, Subjectivity, and Early
Modern Texts. This book that is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in turning out to be
precious person. By looking up and review this guide you can get many advantages.
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