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"Sharp’s book reemphasizes the tremendous costs of maintaining the death penalty—costs to real people and
real families that ripple throughout generations to come."—Saundra D. Westervelt, author of Shifting the
Blame: How Victimization Became a Criminal Defense

"Everyone concerned with the effects of capital punishment must have this book."—Margaret Vandiver,
professor, department of criminology and criminal justice, University of Memphis

Murderers, particularly those sentenced to death, are considered by most to be unusually heinous, often sub-
human, and entirely different from the rest of us. In Hidden Victims, sociologist Susan F. Sharp challenges
this culturally ingrained perspective by reminding us that those individuals facing a death sentence, in
addition to being murderers, are brothers or sisters, mothers or fathers, daughters or sons, relatives or friends.
Through a series of vivid and in-depth interviews with families of the accused, she demonstrates how the
exceptionally severe way in which we view those on death row trickles down to those with whom they are
closely connected. Sharp shows how family members and friends—in effect, the indirect victims of the
initial crime—experience a profoundly complicated and socially isolating grief process.

Departing from a humanist perspective from which most accounts of victims are told, Sharp makes her case
from a sociological standpoint that draws out the parallel experiences and coping mechanisms of these
individuals. Chapters focus on responses to sentencing, the particular structure of grieving faced by this
population, execution, aftermath, wrongful conviction, family formation after conviction, and the complex
situation of individuals related to both the killer and the victim.

Powerful, poignant, and intelligently written, Hidden Victims challenges all of us—regardless of which side
of the death penalty you are on—to understand the economic, social, and psychological repercussions that
shape the lives of the often forgotten families of death row inmates.
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From reader reviews:

John Householder:

The book Hidden Victims: The Effects of the Death Penalty on Families of the Accused (Critical Issues in
Crime and Society) make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable much more
increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting pressure or having big problem with the subject.
If you can make examining a book Hidden Victims: The Effects of the Death Penalty on Families of the
Accused (Critical Issues in Crime and Society) to be your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your
own personal capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You are able to know everything
if you like wide open and read a reserve Hidden Victims: The Effects of the Death Penalty on Families of the
Accused (Critical Issues in Crime and Society). Kinds of book are several. It means that, science publication
or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Micah Clark:

The reserve with title Hidden Victims: The Effects of the Death Penalty on Families of the Accused (Critical
Issues in Crime and Society) has lot of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of help after
read this book. This kind of book exist new understanding the information that exist in this e-book
represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of
the world. This book will bring you with new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book with your
smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Carl Johnson:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or
maybe playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity here is look different you
can read any book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent all day long
to reading a publication. The book Hidden Victims: The Effects of the Death Penalty on Families of the
Accused (Critical Issues in Crime and Society) it is quite good to read. There are a lot of people who
recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough
space to deliver this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book from
your smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book offers high quality.

Thomas Pilcher:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will
make professionals understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information
simpler to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon.
You will see that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The actual book that recommended
for you is Hidden Victims: The Effects of the Death Penalty on Families of the Accused (Critical Issues in



Crime and Society) this reserve consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world now. That
book was represented just how can the world has grown up. The language styles that writer use for explain it
is easy to understand. Often the writer made some investigation when he makes this book. Honestly, that is
why this book suitable all of you.
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