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In an era of increasing interaction between the United States and the countries of the Middle East, it has
become ever more important for Americans to understand the social forces that shape Middle Eastern
cultures. Based on years of his own field research and the ethnographic reports of other scholars,
anthropologist Philip Carl Salzman presents an incisive analysis of Middle Eastern culture that goes a long
way toward explaining the gulf between Western and Middle Eastern cultural perspectives.

Salzman focuses on two basic principles of tribal organization that have become central principles of Middle
Eastern life—balanced opposition (each group of whatever size and scope is opposed by a group of equal
size and scope) and affiliation solidarity (always support those closer against those more distant). On the
positive side, these pervasive structural principles support a decentralized social and political system based
upon individual independence, autonomy, liberty, equality, and responsibility. But on the negative side,
Salzman notes a pattern of contingent partisan loyalties, which results in an inbred orientation favoring
particularism: an attitude of my tribe against the other tribe, my ethnic group against the different ethnic
group, my religious community against another religious community. For each affiliation, there is always an
enemy.

Salzman argues that the particularism of Middle Eastern culture precludes universalism, rule of law, and
constitutionalism, which all involve the measuring of actions against general criteria, irrespective of the
affiliation of the particular actors. The result of this relentless partisan framework of thought has been the
apparently unending conflict, both internal and external, that characterizes the modern Middle East.
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From reader reviews:

Barbara Richardson:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what you problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy person? If you don't
have spare time to complete others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have free time? What
did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They have to answer that question because just their
can do which. It said that about publication. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is correct. Because start
from on kindergarten until university need this specific Culture and Conflict in the Middle East to read.

Todd Grossi:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or
playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity that's look different you can
read the book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent all day
long to reading a reserve. The book Culture and Conflict in the Middle East it is quite good to read. There are
a lot of people that recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. In case you did not
have enough space to create this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this
book from a smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book has high quality.

Sandy Holiday:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you will have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try thing that really
opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Culture and Conflict in the
Middle East, it is possible to enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind
of hang-out type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout people. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its
called reading friends.

Matthew Schwartz:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, short story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not trying Culture and Conflict in the Middle
East that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading routine all
over the world can be said as the way for people to know world considerably better then how they react in
the direction of the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading habit only for the geeky particular person
but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for all you who want to start looking at as
your good habit, it is possible to pick Culture and Conflict in the Middle East become your current starter.
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