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The first four essays are largely concerned with defending the legitimacy of religious faith. To some
rationalizing readers such advocacy will seem a sad misuse of one’s professional position. Mankind, they
will say, is only too prone to follow faith unreasoningly, and needs no preaching nor encouragement in that
direction. I quite agree that what mankind at large most lacks is criticism and caution, not faith. Its cardinal
weakness is to let belief follow recklessly upon lively conception, especially when the conception has
instinctive liking at its back. I admit, then, that were I addressing the Salvation Army or a miscellaneous
popular crowd it would be a misuse of opportunity to preach the liberty of believing as I have in these pages
preached it. What such audiences most need is that their faiths should be broken up and ventilated, that the
northwest wind of science should get into them and blow their sickliness and barbarism away. But academic
audiences, fed already on science, have a very different need. Paralysis of their native capacity for faith and
timorous abulia in the religious field are their special forms of mental weakness, brought about by the
notion, carefully instilled, that there is something called scientific evidence by waiting upon which they shall
escape all danger of shipwreck in regard to truth. But there is really no scientific or other method by which
men can steer safely between the opposite dangers of believing too little or of believing too much. To face
such dangers is apparently our duty, and to hit the right channel between them is the measure of our wisdom
as men. It does not follow, because recklessness may be a vice in soldiers, that courage ought never to be
preached to them. What shouldbe preached is courage weighted with responsibility,—such courage as the
Nelsons and Washingtons never failed to show after they had taken everything into account that might tell
against their success, and made every provision to minimize disaster in case they met defeat. I do not think
that any one can accuse me of preaching reckless faith. I have preached the right of the individual to indulge
his personal faith at his personal risk. I have discussed the kinds of risk; I have contended that none of us
escape all of them; and I have only pleaded that it is better to face them open-eyed than to act as if we did not
know them to be there…
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From reader reviews:

Tom Copper:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or
even playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look
different you can read some sort of book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book which you
read you can spent the entire day to reading a book. The book The Will to Believe and Other Essays it is
rather good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this
book. When you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can
m0ore very easily to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book provides
high quality.

Mary Crouch:

Why? Because this The Will to Believe and Other Essays is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide
waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will zap you with the secret it inside. Reading this book adjacent
to it was fantastic author who have write the book in such wonderful way makes the content on the inside
easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you
for not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of advantages
than the other book have such as help improving your expertise and your critical thinking means. So , still
want to postpone having that book? If I were being you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Ashley Williams:

It is possible to spend your free time to learn this book this e-book. This The Will to Believe and Other
Essays is simple to deliver you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not get
much space to bring the printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you better to read it. You
can save often the book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when
one buys this book.

Alexander Pridmore:

You may get this The Will to Believe and Other Essays by go to the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or
reviewing it can to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are
various. Not only by means of written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book through e-book. In
the modern era like now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right
now, choose your current ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange
you to ultimately make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose right ways for you.
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