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A masterful account of how sixty years of American militarism created the Cold War, fanned decades of
unnecessary conflict, helped to fuel Islamist terror, and threatens to bankrupt the country.
 
For most of the twentieth century, the sword has led before the olive branch in American foreign policy. In
eye-opening fashion, State vs. Defense shows how America truly operates as a superpower and explores the
constant tension between the diplomats at State and the warriors at Defense.
 
State vs. Defense characterizes all the great figures who crafted American foreign policy, from George
Marshall to Robert McNamara to Henry Kissinger to Don Rumsfeld with this underlying theme: America
has become increasingly imperial and militaristic.
 
Take, for example, the Pentagon, which as of 2010, acknowledged the concentration of 190,000 troops and
115,000 civilian employees inside 909 military facilities in 46 countries and territories. The price of
America’s military-base network overseas, along with the expense of its national security state at home, is
enormous. The bill comes in at well over $1 trillion. That is equal to nearly 8 percent of GDP and more than
20 percent of the federal budget. (By comparison, China, Russia, Cuba, Iran, and North Korea, the five
countries Pentagon planners routinely trot out as conventional threats to the national well-being, have a
cumulative security budget of just over $200 billion.) Quietly, gradually—and inevitably, given the weight of
its colossal budget and imperial writ—the Pentagon has all but eclipsed the State Department at the center of
U.S. foreign policy.
 
In the tradition of classics such as The Wise Men, The Best and the Brightest, and Legacy of Ashes, State vs.
Defense explores how and why American leaders succumbed to the sirens of militarism, how the republic
has been lost to an empire, and how “the military-industrial complex” that Eisenhower so famously
forewarned has set us on a stark path of financial peril.
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From reader reviews:

Ronald Finch:

The actual book State vs. Defense: The Battle to Define America's Empire has a lot associated with on it. So
when you read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was authored by the very famous author. The
writer makes some research just before write this book. This specific book very easy to read you may get the
point easily after reading this article book.

Carrie Wakefield:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this State vs. Defense: The Battle to Define
America's Empire guide written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book which might be
understand by anyone who have read the book. Written inside good manner for you, still dripping wet every
ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still doubt State vs. Defense: The Battle to
Define America's Empire as good book not only by the cover but also through the content. This is one book
that can break don't judge book by its cover, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this
specific!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to
another sixth sense.

David Veal:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind ability
or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book in comparison with
can satisfy your limited time to read it because this time you only find book that need more time to be study.
State vs. Defense: The Battle to Define America's Empire can be your answer since it can be read by an
individual who have those short spare time problems.

Jeffery Harman:

The book untitled State vs. Defense: The Battle to Define America's Empire contain a lot of information on
that. The writer explains the woman idea with easy way. The language is very simple to implement all the
people, so do not worry, you can easy to read that. The book was authored by famous author. The author will
take you in the new era of literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can please read on your
smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book,
you can open their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice go through.
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