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John Fowles presents a remarkable translation of a nineteenth-century work that provided the seed for his
acclaimed novel The French Lieutenant's Woman and that will astonish and haunt modern readers.

Based on a true story, Claire de Duras's Ourika relates the experiences of a Senegalese girl who is rescued
from slavery and raised by an aristocratic French family during the time of the French Revolution. Brought
up in a household of learning and privilege, she is unaware of her difference until she overhears a
conversation that suddenly makes her conscious of her race--and of the prejudice it arouses. From this point
on, Ourika lives her life not as a French woman but as a black woman who feels "cut off from the entire
human race." As the Reign of Terror threatens her and her adoptive family, Ourika struggles with her
unusual position as an educated African woman in eighteenth-century Europe.

A best-seller in the 1820s, Ourika captured the attention of Duras's peers, including Stendhal, and became
the subject of four contemporary plays. The work represents a number of firsts: the first novel set in Europe
to have a black heroine; the first French literary work narrated by a black female protagonist; and, as Fowles
points out in the foreword to his translation, "the first serious attempt by a white novelist to enter a black
mind."
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From reader reviews:

Carol Witt:

Inside other case, little people like to read book Ourika: An English Translation (MLA Texts and
Translations). You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. Provided that we know about
how is important a book Ourika: An English Translation (MLA Texts and Translations). You can add
expertise and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can
recognize everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple thing until
wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, you can open a book or even searching by internet gadget. It
is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's read.

Sandra Lowe:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be update about what going on or details even knowledge
to make them keep up with the era which is always change and make progress. Some of you maybe will
certainly update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems
coming to a person is you don't know which you should start with. This Ourika: An English Translation
(MLA Texts and Translations) is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because book
serves what you want and wish in this era.

Chad Steinberger:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This specific book Ourika: An English Translation (MLA Texts and
Translations) was colorful and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Ourika: An English
Translation (MLA Texts and Translations) has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until young adults. For
example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and think that you are the character on there. Therefore ,
not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the
best book for you and try to like reading that will.

Willie Bergeron:

Book is one of source of expertise. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen need book to know the up-date information of year to be able to year. As we
know those books have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the
world. Through the book Ourika: An English Translation (MLA Texts and Translations) we can acquire
more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? To be creative person must want to read a book. Only
choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life at this
book Ourika: An English Translation (MLA Texts and Translations). You can more pleasing than now.
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