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Jesters and fools have existed as important and consistent figures in nearly all cultures. Sometimes referred
to as clowns, they are typological characters who have conventional roles in the arts, often using nonsense to
subvert existing order. But fools are also a part of social and religious history, and they frequently play key
roles in the rituals that support and shape a society's system of beliefs. This reference book includes
alphabetically arranged entries for approximately 60 fools and jesters from a wide range of cultures. Included
are entries for performers from American popular culture, such as Woody Allen, Mae West, Charlie Chaplin,
and the Marx Brothers; literary characters, such as Shakespeare's Falstaff, Rabelais' Gargantua and
Pantagruel, and Singer's Gimpel; and cultural and mythological figures, such as India's Birbal, the American
circus clown, the Native American Coyote, Taishu Engeki of Japan, Hephaestus, Loki the Norse fool,
schlimiels and schlimazels, and the drag queen.

The entries, written by expert contributors, are critical as well as informative. Each begins with a
biographical, artistic, religious, or historical background section, which places the subject within a larger
cultural and historical context. A description and analysis follow. This section may include a discussion of
the fool's appearance, gender role, ethical and moral roles, social function, and relationship to such themes as
nature, time, and mortality. The entry then discusses the critical reception of the subject and concludes with
an extensive bibliography of general works.
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From reader reviews:

James Sharpton:

Within other case, little persons like to read book Fools and Jesters in Literature, Art, and History: A Bio-
Bibliographical Sourcebook (Critical Studies in Education and). You can choose the best book if you want
reading a book. Providing we know about how is important a new book Fools and Jesters in Literature, Art,
and History: A Bio-Bibliographical Sourcebook (Critical Studies in Education and). You can add knowledge
and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can realize
everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple issue
until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we can open a book or even searching by internet
product. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's read.

Charles Smith:

What do you consider book? It is just for students because they're still students or this for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that problem above. Every
person has several personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be obligated someone or something
that they don't want do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Fools and Jesters in
Literature, Art, and History: A Bio-Bibliographical Sourcebook (Critical Studies in Education and). All type
of book could you see on many options. You can look for the internet methods or other social media.

Ora Barbour:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive now, people have
do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and notice by
surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated it for a while is reading. Sure, by
reading a book your ability to survive increase then having chance to stay than other is high. In your case
who want to start reading a book, we give you this Fools and Jesters in Literature, Art, and History: A Bio-
Bibliographical Sourcebook (Critical Studies in Education and) book as nice and daily reading book. Why,
because this book is usually more than just a book.

Robert Armistead:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This book Fools and Jesters in Literature, Art, and History: A Bio-
Bibliographical Sourcebook (Critical Studies in Education and) was multi-colored and of course has pictures
on there. As we know that book Fools and Jesters in Literature, Art, and History: A Bio-Bibliographical
Sourcebook (Critical Studies in Education and) has many kinds or style. Start from kids until adolescents.
For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and think that you are the character on
there. Therefore not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and rest. Try
to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading in which.
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