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In the 1970s, while politicians and activists outside prisons debated the proper response to crime,
incarcerated people helped shape those debates though a broad range of remarkable political and literary
writings.

Lee Bernstein explores the forces that sparked a dramatic "prison art renaissance," shedding light on how
incarcerated people produced powerful works of writing, performance, and visual art. These included
everything from George Jackson's revolutionary Soledad Brother to Miguel Pinero's acclaimed off-
Broadway play and Hollywood film Short Eyes. An extraordinary range of prison programs--fine arts,
theater, secondary education, and prisoner-run programs--allowed the voices of prisoners to influence the
Black Arts Movement, the Nuyorican writers, "New Journalism," and political theater, among the most
important aesthetic contributions of the decade.

By the 1980s and '90s, prisoners' educational and artistic programs were scaled back or eliminated as the
"war on crime" escalated. But by then these prisoners' words had crossed over the wall, helping many
Americans to rethink the meaning of the walls themselves and, ultimately, the meaning of the society that
produced them.
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From reader reviews:

Jose Gould:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students because they are still students or the idea for all
people in the world, what the best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that query above. Every
person has different personality and hobby per other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they
don't desire do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book America Is the Prison: Arts
and Politics in Prison in the 1970s. All type of book could you see on many sources. You can look for the
internet methods or other social media.

Debra Sudduth:

The publication with title America Is the Prison: Arts and Politics in Prison in the 1970s has lot of
information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This kind of book exist
new information the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world
currently. That is important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This book will bring
you in new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read that
anywhere you want.

Bobbi Brunner:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, small story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not trying America Is the Prison: Arts and
Politics in Prison in the 1970s that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied by reading this book.
Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world better then how they
react in the direction of the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading routine only for the geeky
particular person but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for every you who want to start
examining as your good habit, you can pick America Is the Prison: Arts and Politics in Prison in the 1970s
become your own personal starter.

Lee Witherspoon:

Reading a book being new life style in this year; every people loves to study a book. When you study a book
you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, since
book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that
you have read. If you would like get information about your research, you can read education books, but if
you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these us novel, comics, and soon. The America
Is the Prison: Arts and Politics in Prison in the 1970s will give you a new experience in examining a book.
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