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"We bring you the circus — that Pied Piper whose magic tunes lead children of all ages into a tinseled and
spun-candied world of reckless beauty and mounting laughter; whirling thrills; of rhythm, excitement and
grace; of daring, enflaring and dance; of high-stepping horses and high-flying stars.

But behind all this, the circus is a massive machine whose very life depends on discipline, motion and speed
— a mechanized army on wheels that rolls over any obstacle in its path — that meets calamity again and
again, but always comes up smiling — a place where disaster and tragedy stalk the Big Top, haunts the back
yard, and rides the circus train — where Death is constantly watching for one frayed rope, one weak link, or
one trace of fear.

A fierce, primitive fighting force that smashes relentlessly forward against impossible odds: That is the
circus — and this is the story of the biggest of the Big Tops — and of the men and women who fight to make
it.” – Opening remarks from the film The Greatest Show On Earth!, a drama set in the Ringling Brothers and
Barnum & Bailey Circus.

Americans have loved traveling circuses for generations, and none represent the country’s love for
entertainment quite like the most famous of them all, the Ringling Bros. and Barnum & Bailey Circus. The
five brothers who started a circus in Wisconsin, as well as P.T. Barnum, have had their names become
synonymous with the circus, so it’s only fitting that the manner in which these men entered the business and
the merging of their traveling circuses together also make for great stories.

Circus promoters have long been viewed as somewhat shady hucksters, but none could top P.T. Barnum,
who used a blend of traditional circus entertainment, freak show exhibits, and outright hoaxes to create “The
Greatest Show on Earth”. Barnum introduced America to Jumbo the Elephant, one of the most legendary
acts in the history of the circus, as well as “exhibits” like Joice Heth, an elderly African American woman
Barnum advertised as a 161 year old who nursed George Washington. He also notoriously perpetrated
hoaxes with General Tom Thumb and claimed to have a live mermaid, so it’s no surprise that Barnum is
often apocryphally quoted as saying, “There’s a sucker born every minute.” While he didn’t actually say that,
he said something similar: “Nobody ever lost a dollar by underestimating the taste of the American public.”

Around the same time that Barnum was operating the Barnum & Bailey’s circus, the Ringling Brothers were
engaging in more traditional circus activities in Wisconsin. As their traveling circus became better known in
the late 1880s, it was advertised as the "Ringling Brothers United Monster Shows, Great Double Circus,
Royal European Menagerie, Museum, Caravan, and Congress of Trained Animals". The Ringling Brothers
were eventually successful enough that they were able to buy Barnum’s circus after Barnum had already
died, and they merged the traveling circuses together in 1919.

The Greatest Show on Earth: The History of the Ringling Bros. and Barnum & Bailey Circus examines the



origins of the famous circuses, the background of the important individuals involved, and their merger into
the most famous circus of all. Along with pictures of important people, places, and events, you will learn
about “The Greatest Show on Earth” like never before, in no time at all.
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From reader reviews:

Trevor Wright:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add
your knowledge by the publication entitled The Greatest Show on Earth: The History of the Ringling Bros.
and Barnum & Bailey Circus. Try to make book The Greatest Show on Earth: The History of the Ringling
Bros. and Barnum & Bailey Circus as your pal. It means that it can to be your friend when you feel alone and
beside regarding course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The
book makes you far more confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , we should
make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Peter Zimmerman:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information today can get by anyone in everywhere. The
information can be a know-how or any news even an issue. What people must be consider while those
information which is inside the former life are difficult to be find than now is taking seriously which one is
suitable to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable resource then
you buy it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will not
happen inside you if you take The Greatest Show on Earth: The History of the Ringling Bros. and Barnum &
Bailey Circus as your daily resource information.

Kurt Chapman:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new
data. When you read a book you will get new information mainly because book is one of many ways to share
the information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading a book will make an individual more imaginative.
When you studying a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the
people do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this The Greatest
Show on Earth: The History of the Ringling Bros. and Barnum & Bailey Circus, you can tells your family,
friends in addition to soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading
a guide.

Christina Bales:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this The Greatest Show on Earth: The History of
the Ringling Bros. and Barnum & Bailey Circus book written by well-known writer who knows well how to
make book that can be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written inside good manner for you,
dripping every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still doubt The
Greatest Show on Earth: The History of the Ringling Bros. and Barnum & Bailey Circus as good book not



just by the cover but also by the content. This is one publication that can break don't ascertain book by its
include, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your reading sixth
sense already told you so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.
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