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Although younger than most European theatrical traditions, the Russian professional theater has generated an
exciting body of criticism and theory which until recently has remained unknown or nearly inaccessible in
the West. This anthology presents a selection of important Russian writing on the aesthetics of drama and the
theater from 1828 to 1914.

The focus of these essays, most published here for the first time in English, is on the so-called Crisis in the
Theater of 1904 to 1914, a lively debate between the symbolists and the naturalists that evoked brilliant
polemic writing from Meyerhold, Bely, Bryusov, and others. Along with Chekhov's amusing critique of
Sarah Bernhardt ("monstrously facile!") and Ivanov's abstruse analysis of the essence of tragedy, the essays
form a running commentary on the development of the Russian theater: Pushkin on his predecessors, Gogol
on his own work, Belinsky on Gogol, Sleptsov on Ostrovsky and Leskov, Bely on Chekhov's The Cherry
Orchard ("enervated people, trying to forget the terror of life"), the symbolists on one another.

Each selection is printed in its entirety, with extensive notes, and a lengthy introduction places all the pieces
within their historical and cultural contexts to comprise a brief history of Russian dramatic theory before the
revolution. This volume is essential reading for all who wish to extend their knowledge of the Russian
contribution to theatrical history, theory, and criticism.
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From reader reviews:

James Sandifer:

The book Russian Dramatic Theory from Pushkin to the Symbolists: An Anthology (University of Texas
Press Slavic Series ; No. 5) give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make
your capable far more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting stress or having big
problem with the subject. If you can make reading a book Russian Dramatic Theory from Pushkin to the
Symbolists: An Anthology (University of Texas Press Slavic Series ; No. 5) being your habit, you can get a
lot more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all
subjects. You can know everything if you like open up and read a reserve Russian Dramatic Theory from
Pushkin to the Symbolists: An Anthology (University of Texas Press Slavic Series ; No. 5). Kinds of book
are several. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this
publication?

John McKenzie:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive right now, people
have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and
notice by surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated this for a while is
reading. Yeah, by reading a publication your ability to survive improve then having chance to endure than
other is high. To suit your needs who want to start reading any book, we give you this specific Russian
Dramatic Theory from Pushkin to the Symbolists: An Anthology (University of Texas Press Slavic Series ;
No. 5) book as basic and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Thomas Taylor:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try issue that really opposite from that.
One activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are ride on
and with addition associated with. Even you love Russian Dramatic Theory from Pushkin to the Symbolists:
An Anthology (University of Texas Press Slavic Series ; No. 5), you can enjoy both. It is excellent
combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout
fellas. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

Rigoberto Stansell:

A number of people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt that
when they get a half portions of the book. You can choose often the book Russian Dramatic Theory from
Pushkin to the Symbolists: An Anthology (University of Texas Press Slavic Series ; No. 5) to make your
personal reading is interesting. Your skill of reading talent is developing when you similar to reading. Try to
choose very simple book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the sensation about book and examining



especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to open a book and learn it. Beside that the publication
Russian Dramatic Theory from Pushkin to the Symbolists: An Anthology (University of Texas Press Slavic
Series ; No. 5) can to be your brand-new friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse in doing what must
you're doing of their time.
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