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A new luxury fever has America in its grip. Independent of stock prices, recessions, and inflation rates, the
past two decades have witnessed a spectacular and uninterrupted rise in luxury consumption. Ordinary,
functional goods are no longer acceptable. Our cars have gotten larger, heavier, and far more expensive.
Mansions larger than 30,000 square feet no longer seem extravagant. Wristwatches for the super-rich cost
tens of thousands of dollars. We are living in an era of excess.
Consider:

The average house built in the United States today is nearly twice as large as its counterpart from the1.
1950s.
Even as houses have gotten more expensive and farther from the workplace, there has been a sharp2.
increase in second-home ownership.
The average price of an automobile sold in the United States now exceeds $22,000, up more than 753.
percent from a decade ago.
Total U.S. spending on luxury goods increased 21 percent between 1995 and 1996 (typical of recent4.
years), while overall merchandise sales increased only 5 percent.

Robert Frank caused a national debate in 1995 when he and co-author Philip Cook described the poisonous
spread of "winner-take-all" markets. Now he takes a thought-provoking look at the flip side of spreading
inequality: as the super-rich set the pace, everyone else spends furiously in a competitive echo of
wastefulness. The costs are enormous: We spend more time at work, leaving less time for family and friends,
less time for exercise. Most of us have been forced to save less and spend and borrow much more. The
annual rate at which American families file for personal bankruptcy has grown to one in seventy. Budgetary
pressures have reduced our willingness to fund even essential public services: Our food and water are
increasingly contaminated. Potholes proliferate, and traffic delays double every ten years.
Frank offers the first comprehensive and accessible summary of scientific evidence that our spending choices
are not making us as happy and healthy as they could. Furthermore, he argues that human frailty is not at
fault. The good news is that we can do something about it. We can make it harder for the super-rich to
overspend, and capture our own competitive energy for the public good. Luxury Fever boldly offers a way to
curb the excess and restore the true value of money.
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From reader reviews:

David Hester:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources included can be true or not demand people to be aware of each data they get. How many people to
be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Examining
a book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information especially this Luxury Fever: Why Money
Fails to Satisfy In An Era of Excess book since this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the
information in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Frances York:

The book untitled Luxury Fever: Why Money Fails to Satisfy In An Era of Excess is the e-book that
recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to anyone.
The language that author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article writer was did a lot
of exploration when write the book, so the information that they share to your account is absolutely accurate.
You also could possibly get the e-book of Luxury Fever: Why Money Fails to Satisfy In An Era of Excess
from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Marvin Davidson:

The reason? Because this Luxury Fever: Why Money Fails to Satisfy In An Era of Excess is an unordinary
book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will distress you with the
secret it inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who all write the book in such amazing way
makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning entirely.
So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This unique book will
give you a lot of advantages than the other book get such as help improving your talent and your critical
thinking approach. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the book store
hurriedly.

Amy Joshi:

As we know that book is important thing to add our know-how for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything you want. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year seemed to
be exactly added. This book Luxury Fever: Why Money Fails to Satisfy In An Era of Excess was filled about
science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has
various feel when they reading any book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can really feel
enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book that you wanted.
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